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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Not 
even a pandemic can halt the 
South Hadley Council on Ag- 
ing’s brown bag meals program. 
On the morning of April 21, 
Council on Aging (COA) em- 
ployees wore masks and braved 
low temperatures and high wind 
gusts as they distributed meals to 
seniors. 

The monthly program typ- 
ically feeds approximately 60 
seniors. Although it occurred 
outside of the senior cen- 
ter’s temporary home on East 
Parkview Drive, Tuesday’s ini- 
tiative strayed from the norm 
as employees facilitated a drive 
through service. 

“[’m glad we were able to 
do this and get this going,’ said 
Leslie Hennessey, Executive D1- 
rector of the COA. “We miss our 
seniors; we really do. It’s really 
nice to see their faces and see 
that they’re doing okay.” 

The meals that were distribut- 
ed came directly from the Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts 
with assistance from WestMass 
ElderCare, a private, non-profit 
organization that attends to the 
needs of seniors all throughout 
the region. 

Ann Andras, the COA’s So- 
cial Service Coordinator, was 


Please see BROWN BAG, page 16 
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COA Executive 
Director Leslie 
Hennessey waves 

to a senior while 
distributing meals 
on Tuesday morning. 





Billy Poe, Food 
Service Coordinator 
for the COA, loads 
his vehicle and plans 
for deliveries at the 
conclusion of the 
brown bag meals 
distribution program, 
which occurred on 

E. Parkview Dr. on 
April 21. 





sullivan provides updates on COVID-19 count, Town Meeting 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — South 
Hadley Town Administrator 
Mike Sullivan made use of the 
April 22 virtual Selectboard 
Meeting to offer residents sever- 
al important updates. Most nota- 
bly, he divulged that there over 


100 active cases of COVID-19 in 
town. 

As of April 22, there are 47 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
South Hadley; 55 additional res- 
idents have been in contact and 
are expected to test positive for 
the novel coronavirus. One prob- 
able case and eight suspected 
cases also exist. 


Sullivan interpreted the ter- 
minology, admitting that “the 
numbers get a little bit tricky.” 
The state only confirms regis- 
tered cases, which has created 
a lag in municipality’s official 
count. 

“Often times, we find situa- 
tions where there may be some- 
one who is tested positive for 


COVID-19, is ill with the symp- 
toms and has family members 
who are ill with similar symp- 
toms but have not been tested,” 
said Sullivan. “There’s a whole 
host of reasons why they might 
not have been tested, which may 
include simply that their primary 


Please see UPDATES, page 16 





Longstanding problems 
at Soldiers’ Home 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HOLYOKE - The halls of the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke have 
served as the final battleground 
for more than 60 veterans strick- 
en by COVID-19, who have lost 
their lives over the past 40 days. 

The facility has drawn the ire 
of many due to the spread of the 
highly contagious Covid-19 that 
overwhelmed the facility. As of 
April 22, another 94 living resi- 
dents and 81 employees are fight- 
ing the novel coronavirus. 

Several individuals close to 


the situation are adamant the 
tragedy was avoidable. Veter- 
ans’ organizations had reported- 
ly been requesting more funding 
and additional staffing long be- 
fore the outbreak. 

“When this happened, they 
couldn’t have been prepared for 
it. There were too many men 
sharing the same bathrooms; too 
many men in the same room. 
They didn’t have enough staff, 
and when staff got sick and 
couldn’t show up, they didn’t 
have any reserves,’ said Steve 


Please see SOLDIERS, page 8 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS We would love to give 


you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to sentinel@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on 6) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


Locally Recognized — Nationally Honored 
M. Connie Laplante 
Real Estate 
2 Lyman Street, South Hadley 
536-9111 


Registered HUD/VA Broker 


VIEW OUR LISTINGS AT: 
ERALAPLANTE.NET OR WWW.ERA.COM 


Turtle count submission 


SOUTH HADLEY — This week there was one 
guess for how many times Turley the Turtle appeared 
in the Town Reminder. 

Upon reviewing the Town Reminder dated April 
17, the number of turtles is five according to Chicopee 
resident, Melvin Dotson. 
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A new super in town 


Selectboard appoints 
DPW Superintendent 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY —- The South 
Hadley Selectboard welcomed in a 
new Department of Public Works Di- 
rector during its April 22 virtual meet- 
ing. Christopher Bouchard, a tenured 
public servant, took the helm earlier 
this month. 

“Tt’s a weird time to come onboard 
and be learning the community, but 
I’m enjoying South Hadley very much 
and am starting to learn the commu- 
nity projects that are going on and the 
different departments,’ said Bouchard 
during Tuesday evening’s meeting. 

Bouchard’s municipal career be- 
gan 20 years ago in Longmeadow; not 
long after, he became the Highway 
Superintendent in Otis. After a decade 
spent there, Bouchard transitioned to 
Beckett, where he served as Highway 
Superintendent during a seven-year 
stint. 

Communication is a must for 
Bouchard, who is heavily invested in 
the concept of learning best practices 
by working with other municipalities. 


He explained the philosophy further to 
the Selectmen earlier this week. 

“From my background, I believe 
that we need to maintain the assets; 
roads, bridges, sidewalks and the 
town’s vehicles and equipment,” said 
Bouchard. “I like to be proactive on 
everything; enough of our job is reac- 
tive for what Mother Nature deals us, 
but there are things that we can be pro- 
active and positive about.” 

Since arriving in South Hadley, 
Bouchard has prioritized making his 
acquaintance with the members of his 
department and the town’s department 
heads. He was quite impressed by the 
work that has done by the parks divi- 
sion of the DPW. 

“T’ve met with the parks depart- 
ment and got a tour of some of the 
different fields, which look very good; 
you should be very proud of that,” he 
said. 

Bouchard added that South Had- 
ley’s department heads “seem really 
knowledgeable and great.’ He also 
noted that the town’s streets “look in 
relatively good shape,” and that a lot 
of the sidewalks have been updated to 
meet ADA standards. 

During this week’s selectboard 
meeting, Bouchard shared the return- 
to-work plan that he’s drafted. The 


details weren’t made accessible to au- 
dience members, but Bouchard is op- 
timistic that the plan is in the town’s 
best interests. 

“Currently, ’ve sent out a draft of 
a return-to-work plan for everybody 
and am getting feedback so that we 
can implement it and bring everybody 
back safely,” said Bouchard. 

Town Administrator Mike Sul- 
livan was noticeably pleased by the 
plan that Bouchard drafted. He of- 
fered his praise during Tuesday’s 
meeting. 

“T read it over today and thought 
that it was done quite well; its exten- 
sive and kept the guidelines from the 
State in mind,” said Sullivan. “I think 
that he caught a lot of the things that 
we've been looking for when you 
look at the vehicle equipment use and 
how he expects vehicles to be disin- 
fected and cleaned on a regular basis. 
I congratulate Chris and thank him for 
putting so much thought into it.” 

The plan will be finalized and vot- 
ed on by the Selectboard in the com- 
ing weeks. 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer 
and can be reached at dzbierski@ tur- 
ley.com. 


Coronavirus presents changing landscape for news coverage 


To our readers, 


As towns, schools and clubs 
continue to assess the threat posed 
by coronavirus, many are making 
the decision to cancel or postpone 
their public events, often with little 
notice. 


The Town Reminder will inform 
readers about cancelations when 
known and when the newspaper’s 
weekly deadline will permit, but 
readers should be aware of the pos- 
sibility that events featured in the 
printed newspaper, including those 
previewed in stories, briefs and on 
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the calendar page, may be canceled 
without enough notice to print an 
update. The Town Reminder encour- 
ages readers to contact event coor- 
dinators and organizers to confirm 
that gatherings are still taking place 
before attending. 
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Small businesses have each other’s backs 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE -— In a gesture that de- 
fines the meaning of community, one 
small family-owned business executed a 
fundraiser to support another. Lotus and 
Compass, a local boutique, raised approx- 
imately $1,600 for the Ohana School of 
Performing Arts last weekend. 

Before opening a brick and mortar 
store in Chicopee Center in 2019, Lotus 
and Compass operated entirely online. 
Co-owner Melanie Houle noted that fa- 
miliarity with the online sales platform 
has kept the business alive and well during 
the ongoing lockdown. 

On the contrary, the performing arts 
school on Sheridan Street in Chicopee is 
struggling to keep afloat. Ohana owner 
Ashley Kohl, a former professional danc- 
er and television personality, moved her 
business from South Hadley to Chicopee 
last year; the debt she assumed has thus 
far prevented her from receiving federal 
aid. 

“Our overhead is substantial,’ said 


Kohl, who was born and raised in South 
Hadley. “Essentially, looking at num- 
bers, I wasn’t sure how we would make 
it through this without having to close my 
doors for good. Right now, my friends 
have stepped up and said, ‘What can we 
do to help?’” 

Houle and her children have danced 
at Kohl’s studio for the past three years 
dating back to existence in South Hadley. 
When Houle saw that the business was in 
dire need of assistance, she leaped into 
action. 

From Friday, April 17 through Sun- 
day, April 19, half of the boutique’s on- 
line sales were donated to the school of 
performing arts. Houle committed to the 
action with no hesitation. 

“To me it was a no-brainer. Ohana is 
more than just a dance studio,” she said. 
“It’s a family, and it really has become 
a safe place for our kids to go and really 
celebrate moving and dance. It’s all about 
kindness; the whole vibe there.” 

Neither Houle nor Kohl could predict 
how much money the fundraiser would 
raise. Both women were ecstatic at the to- 
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tal that was accumulated. Kohl noted that 
the contributions were not only monetary 
in nature. 

“What I’ve found is that it’s so much 
more than the financial support — knowing 
that someone believes in you that much 
and knows that you have a purpose that 
needs to be filled. What it gives me is se- 
curity financially but also hope and belief 
in myself,” said Kohl, crediting Melanie’s 
husband Brandon, who also co-owns the 
boutique. 

Melanie Houle stressed the fact that 
many “small businesses are being left out 
in the cold,” and that the vast majority of 
small businesses have not yet received 
federal funding. She hopes to increase 
public awareness of the rugged, unfavor- 
able scenarios that these businesses are 
currently facing. 

Referring back to the the performing 
arts school, Houle explained why the ef- 
fort was worthwhile. Ohana holds a spe- 
cial place in her family’s heart, and Houle 
will continue to stand by Kohl’s side. 

“Ashley has poured her whole heart 
and soul into this business,’ said Houle. 
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“When I saw that they were not sure if 
they’d be able to reopen after this, it really 
broke my heart because it’s such a unique 
and beautiful community and it’s one that 
my family has had the pleasure of being 
a part of.” 

Kohl struggled to find the words to 
adequately voice her appreciation. She 
thanked the Houles for being true friends. 

“Tt’s times like these that you realize 
how how special the people in your life 
are; friends like Melanie and Brandon,” 
said Kohl. “What they’ ve started and what 
they do for others is something that we 
should all learn from. I can’t speak highly 
enough about them and who they are and 
that they really do lead a life that’s driven 
by love.” 

The Ohana School of Performing Arts 
is still offering classes online. Kohl can be 
reached at Ashley @ ohanaperformingarts. 
com. 

The boutique can be accessed online 
at lotusandcompass.com. 


Reach Dalton Zbierski at Dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 





More than $841 million in federal funds to health care providers 


Staff Report 


SPRINGFIELD —A $30 billion alloca- 
tion in funding from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) that 
was distributed to health care providers 
under the CARES Act Public Health and 
Social Services Emergency Fund this past 
Friday. It is the first tranche of the $100 bil- 
lion that was included in the CARES Act 
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* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


to support hospitals and health care pro- 
viders on the front lines of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Across Massachusetts, $841,425,120 
was dispersed to 8,746 providers. 

Among those recipients in the First 
District are: 
¢ Berkshire Health Systems: $15,000,000 
¢ Baystate Health: $32,100,000 
¢ Harrington Hospital: $2,400,000 





¢ Mercy Medical Center: $5,700,000 
¢ Holyoke Medical Center: $2,900,000 

Chairman of the U.S. House Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, Richard Neal, ap- 
plauded the allocation. 

“Hospitals and other health care pro- 
viders in Massachusetts are experiencing 
tremendous strain as they respond to the 
COVID-19 crisis and care for an influx of 
extremely sick patients,” said Neal. “This 


* Restrictions apply. 


infusion of federal funds will help provid- 
ers stay afloat during the unprecedented 
coronavirus emergency and get the re- 
sources they need to keep frontline health 
care workers safe. I’m proud to have been 
an author of the CARES Act, and I will 
continue to support our state’s health care 
providers as Congress crafts additional 
COVID-19 response legislation.” 
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ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected __inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 
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OMETOWN 


Baystate nurse said 
she’s ‘just doing her job’ 


By MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Report 


GRANBY -— For Granby res- 
ident and Baystate Emergency 
Room Nurse, Sarah Murphy, 
helping people has been part of 
her nature since she was a child. 
However, no amount of prepara- 
tion could have readied her for 
COVID-19. 

Her mother, Erin Murphy, 
said nominated her daughter to 
be a hometown hero because de- 
spite being “thrown into the mix 
of caring for those who are very 
sick and dying,” she is proud of 
her daughter and all she does. 

“I’m so grateful for her and I 
want her to know she’s appreci- 
ated,’ Erin Murphy said. “She’s 
helping people, seeing life and 
death in front of her. She has 
to go back and forth between 
rooms and change every time — 
it’s a lot of work and it’s heart 
wrenching.” 

Sarah Murphy has _ been 
working as a nurse for about two 
and a half years. 

During the pandemic, she 
said some of the challenges go 
against a nurse’s nature. 

“When we have to go see a 
patient, we have to stop, gown 
up and put on all this (personal 
protection equipment) and then 
enter the room — it goes against 


Thank You from All of Us 





at 


our nature,’ she said. “It’s hard 
to gown up knowing we’re deal- 
ing with this invisible enemy. 
It’s challenging doing what we 
have to do as nurses and trying 
to maintain our own safety.” 

She said this experience has 
been “eye opening” in that peo- 
ple in the field “learn to appreci- 
ate chaos.” 

She said she misses all of 
the things she did working in 
an emergency room prior to 
COVID-19. 

“A lot has changed for her 
not only being thrown in the mix 
of caring for those who are very 
sick and to her own life by being 
ostracized for safety from her 
parents, siblings and her normal 
life in general,’ Erin Murphy 
said. “Sarah was supposed to be 
getting married in August, but 
as you can guess, all that will be 
cancelled until she and her state 
are in the clear.” 

While having to resched- 
ule her wedding “sucks,” Sarah 
Murphy said her, and her fiancé 
are still together and “it'll just 
happen at a later date.” 

Erin Murphy said her daugh- 
ter has been compassionate all of 
her life. 

“When she was in sixth 
grade, she got nominated for a 
Florence Nightingale award for 
taking care of her class while 
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Sarah Murphy said one of the 
hardest parts of her job is not 
being able to see her family. 


everyone was sick on a whale 
watch,’ Murphy said. “So, she’s 
just naturally taken care of oth- 
ers. She’s always wanted to be in 
the thick of it, to dive in and do 
the best she can.” 

Sarah said she fell in love 
with the medical field after be- 
coming an EMT. 

“T fell in love with this pro- 
fession,’ Sarah Murphy said. 
“Now I get to work at my dream 
job every day.” 

Erin Murphy added that her 
daughter has done exactly that 
during the pandemic, despite its 
difficulties. 

“We’ve all had to increase 
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Baystate Nurse and Granby resident Sarah Murphy works in the 
emergency room with COVID-19 positive patients. 


social distancing, my husband 
and I are over 60 and she has a 
sister with a baby on the way and 
two other siblings,” Erin Murphy 
said. “She likes to come over of- 
ten and while we do that from a 
distance, it’s taken a toll on her.” 

The one of the difficult as- 
pects of being a nurse during the 
pandemic is having to be apart 
from her family, Sarah Murphy 
said. 

“You can’t blame them, but 
it’s really hard not to take it per- 
sonally,’ she said. “It’s tough but 
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it makes me humble and see how 
important my family is. I can’t 
wait to hug them when this is all 
over.” 

Sarah Murphy also wanted to 
say, ‘thank you’ to the communi- 
ty at large. 

“The outpour of the commu- 
nity makes a difference — from 
the hearts on windows to the 
donations,” she said. “I think it’s 
great when people say, ‘thank 
you, going to work I obviously 
wish the magnitude of this was 
different, but it’s our job.” 
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GCAM Schedule/ Shows 


Program schedules for Channel 12 
air in two-week cycles. The following pro- 
grams have been listed for the weeks of 
April 27 and May 4. 


Monday, April 27 and May 4 
7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
8 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
9 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
10 a.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 
11:30 a.m. — New England Authors 
12 p.m. — Smart Boating 
12:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 
1:00 p.m. — The Unfolding Story of the 
Coronavirus 
2:30 p.m. —The Garage 
3 p.m. — Abelvision 
4 p.m. — 250th Winterfest 
6 p.m. — Yoga for Health 
7 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
8 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
9 p.m. —A Quilter’s Touch 
10 p.m. — WWII History 


Tuesday, April 28 and May 5 
7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 
8 a.m. — Alivelihood 
8:30 a.m. — Fast Forward 
10 a.m. —Walk in the Garden 
11 a.m. — New England Gardener 
11:30 a.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
12: 30 p.m. — Songspeak 
2 p.m. — Summer Concert 
4 p.m. — Fast Forward 
5 p.m. — Alivelihood 
5:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
6 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 
6:30 p.m. — New England Gardener 
7 p.m. — Songspeak 
8 p.m. — The Granby Journal 
9 p.m. — Science & Technology: Yester- 
day, Today & Tomorrow 


Wednesday, April 29 and May 6 
7 a.m. — The Garage 
7:30 a.m. — Paint w/Kevin 
8 a.m. — Smart Boating 
8:30 a.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 
9 a.m. — Men Who Cook 2019 
10 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
10:30 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
11 a.m. Cinemaniacs 
12 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
1 pm. — The Unfolding Story of the 
Coronavirus 
2 p.m. — Mr. Scamer 
3 p.m. — GJSHS Health Fair 
3:30 p.m. — 70-79 GJSHS Class Reunion 
4 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin 
4:30 p.m. Cinemaniacs 
5:30 p.m. Hollywood Makeover 
6 p.m. — Hollywood Makeover 
6:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy 
7 p.m. — Kellogg Hall Car Show 2019 
7:30 p.m. — Smart Boating 
8 p.m. — Summer Concert 
9 p.m. — WWII History 
10 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal 


Thursday, April 30 and May 7 
7 a.m. —Tai Chi 
7:30 a.m. — That Granby Life 
8 a.m. — Songspeak 
9 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
10 a.m. — Abelvision 
10:30 a.m. — 100 Mile Meals 
11 a.m. — Charter Day 2019 
12 p.m. - Cinemaniacs 
1 p.m. —- WWII History 
1:30 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 
2 p.m. — DinoFest 2019 
3:30 p.m. — New England Authors 
4 p.m. — Walk in the Garden 
5 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 


THAI 


6 p.m. — Fast Forward 

7 p.m. —- WWII History 

7:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
9 p.m. — E-Sports Match 


Friday, May 1 and May 8 
7 a.m. — Conversations with George 
9 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
10 a.m. — New England Gardener 
10:30 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
11 am. — Tai Chi 
12 p.m. — 2018 Little Black Dress 
Fashion Show 
1 p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 
2 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 
2:30 p.m. — New England Gardener 
3 p.m. — February Frolic 2019 
4 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
5 p.m. — DinoFest 2018 
6 p.m. — A Quilter’s Touch 
7 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin 
8 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 
9:30 p.m. — The Unfolding 
Story of the Coronavirus 
e 10 p.m. — Local Rock 


Saturday, May 2 and May 9 
7 a.m. — Yoga for Health 
7:30 a.m. — The Garage 
8:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
9:30 a.m. — Flight School 
10 a.m. — Abelvision 
10:30 a.m. —Fast Forward 
11:30 a.m. — Granby Journal 
12:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
1:30 p.m. — Tech Throwback 
2:30 p.m. — WWII History 
3 p.m. — Library Event 
5 p.m. — Library Event 
6 p.m. - GCAM Retro 
7 p.m. — GCAM Shorts 
7:30 p.m. — 2018 Kellogg Hall Car Show 
8 p.m. — Songspeak 
9 p.m. — WWII Hsitory 
10 p.m. — Creature Features 


Sunday, May 3 and May 10 
7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move 
8 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry 
8:30 a.m. — Tai Chi 
9 a.m. — Yoga For Health 
10 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
12 p.m. - GCAM Retro 
3 p.m. — New England Gardener 
3:30 p.m. — In the Garden w/ Liz 
4:30 p.m. — Paint w/ Kevin 
5 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 
6 p.m. — Smart Boating 
7 p.m. — Fast Forward 
7:30 p.m. — New England Authors 
8 p.m. — Cinemaniacs 
9 p.m. — Tech Throwback 
10 p.m. — Fast Forward 
11 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal 


Program schedules for Channel 15 
air in two-week cycles with the exception 
of state and local meetings which will 
change periodically. The following pro- 
grams have been listed for the week of 
April 17 to May 4. 


Monday, April 27 and May 4 
Local Meetings All Day 
8 a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 
10 a.m. - Gov. Baker Press Conference 
2 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
6 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 
7 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 


Tuesday, April 28 and May 5 
e State and Local Meetings All Day 
e 10 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
e 11 a.m. -— Gov. Baker Press Conference 


PLACE 


— SOUTH HADLEY — 
Open Every Day for 


Take Out and Delivery! 

@ Call 413.533.9231 or 

Text 413.561.3898 
to Order 


M-F 11:30AM - 9PM; Sat-Su 12PM —- 9PM 


e 5 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
¢ 6 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 


Wednesday, April 29 and May 6 
¢ Local Meetings All Day 
¢ 8 a.m. - Healthy Bones &amp; Balance 
¢ 10 a.m. Governor Baker Press Confer- 

ence 

e 2 p.m. -— Healthy Bones & Balance 
¢ 6 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 
e 7 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 


Thursday, April 28 and May 7 
State and Local Meetings All Day 
10 a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 
11 a.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 
1 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
6 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 
7 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 


Friday, April 29 and May 8 
e 7a.m.— School Committee 
e¢ 11 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
e 12:00 p.m.- Granby Rams _ E-Sports 
Match 


e | p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 

e 2 p.m. — School Committee 

¢ 6 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

¢ 7p.m.— Granby Rams E-Sports Match 

¢ 8 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 

¢ 9 p.m. — School Committee 

Saturday, April 30 and May 9 

¢ 7a.m.— Healthy Bones &amp; Balance 

¢ 8a.m.— Granby Rams E-Sports Match 

¢ 9 a.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 

¢ 10 a.m. — School Committee 

e 2 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

e 3 p.m.-— Granby Rams E-Sports Match 

e 4 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 

¢ 5 p.m. — School Committee 

¢ 9 p.m.— Granby Rams E-Sports Match 
Sunday, May 3 and May 10 

¢ 7 a.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 

¢ 8 a.m. — School Committee 

e 12p.m.- Healthy Bones & Balance 

e | p.m. —Granby Rams E-Sports Match 

e 2p.m.-— Gov. Baker Press Conference 

e 3 p.m. — School Committee 

e 7 p.m.— Healthy Bones & Balance 

¢ 8 p.m. — Granby Rams E-Sports Match 

e 9 p.m. — Gov. Baker Press Conference 


11 p.m. -Granby Rams E-Sports Match 


Granby Community Access & Media, 
Inc. is Granby’s Public Access Television 
Station, provided for by the current cable 
license. The GCAM studio is located at 
121 West State St., Granby. GCAM Chan- 
nels are Public Channel 12 and Govern- 
ment and Education Channel 15. To view 
a full version of the schedule, please visit 
GCAM online at www.granbymedia.com. 
The schedule is subject to change and 
programing airs in two-week cycles. To 
watch select meetings and shows online, 
please visit the GCAM Youtube page and 
check out the station’s Instagram page, @ 
gcamty. 

GCAM is an independent, non-prof- 
it organization, governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors, run by a small staff, 
and available for use by residents of Gran- 
by, employees who work within the town 
limits of Granby, and non-profit organiza- 
tions that serve Granby, Massachusetts. 
If Granby residents have an idea for a 
program or would like to produce a show, 
please contact GCAM Program Coordina- 
tor Alex LaMarche by emailing director @ 
granbymedia.com or call 413-467-1180. 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
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Granby 


Granby Preservation 
Society update 


Staff Report 


GRANBY — Supporters of the Granby Preser- 
vation Society are “our first priority” according to a 
press release from the group. 

Due to COVID-19, the society has made changes 
to the way it is running fundraisers. 

“Since we cannot open to have social events, we’re 
prioritizing your needs to be safe and well,’ according 
to the press release. “We will keep you posted!” 

The Spring Craft was postponed and timelines for 
COVID-19 keep moving leaving the group without a 
definitive reschedule date. 

The calendar month is being run online this year to 
encourage social distancing, by giving people access 
to purchase chances via credit card through Paypal 
giving those interested 31 opportunities to win cash, 
gift certificates and non-monetary prizes. Take a look 
at through this link: https://www.granbypreservation- 
society.org/products-feb-2020 

Stay safe, be healthy, keep your family near. 






‘ ,pia Pp 
CURBSIDE PICKU 
AND DELIVER’ 
1150 West Street * Amherst, MA 


CIR) PARE Ry, 
VAVAVA LACH ET IIR GE) IT 


Granby Liquors 
Offers 
OTT] d ot-j(e (=m ms lel dele 
and Delivery 


Order online today at 


granbyliquors.com 


PARTHENON 
RESTAURANT 


Curbside Delivery 


and Take-Out 


475 NEWTON STREET, SOUTH HADLEY 


413-539-6612 


www.parthenonpizza.com 
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EDITOR’S DESK 


National Library Week 
celebrates resource 


his week, April 19 to April 25, marks 
National Library Week and this year’s 
theme is “Find your place at the library,” 
according to the 
American —_Li- 
brary Associa- 
tion website. 

Although 
the theme “was 
chosen some 
time ago, before 
any of us could 
imagine the 
emergence of a 
global pandemic 
that would force 
most libraries 
to temporarily 
close their phys- 
ical spaces, you 
can still find 
your place at the 
library... online, 
providing the 
virtual services 
and digital con- 
tent,’ according to the website. 

Libraries provide a variety of services to 
communities from the obvious — books — to ac- 
cess to computers, events and online education- 
al materials. 

During the current pandemic while people 
are staying at home, especially teens and chil- 
dren, there is more time to access a library’s 
materials even if the physical building is closed. 

Coming from a completely unbiased source 
as an editor of a newspaper, the importance 
of libraries, and reading, cannot be stressed 
enough. This includes textbooks for classes, but 
also just reading in general. 

If it seems like there isn’t a book out there 
for a specific interest — there is a librarian will- 
ing to help you find it. Don’t like to read from a 
book? There are audiobooks, too. Libraries also 
offer movies, genealogy sources and language 
learning resources. 

Author Neil Gaiman said he believes librar- 
ies are the “gates of the future.” 

“A library is a place that is a repository of 
information and gives every citizen equal ac- 
cess to it. That includes health information. 
And mental health information. It’s a commu- 
nity space. It’s a place of safety, a haven from 
the world,’ Gaiman said in a lecture in October 
2013. “It’s a place with librarians in it. What the 
libraries of the future will be like is something 
we should be imagining now.” 

Not only is literacy and access to infor- 
mation important, but in a time where we can 
feel trapped inside, these resources, in all their 
forms, can provide us with an escape and a con- 
nection. 

For example, a connection between people 
who have read the same book — gasping at a 
cliff hanger, highlighting the same quote or ex- 
periencing the same bittersweet moment of fin- 
ishing the last sentence — creates fast friends of 
Strangers. 

Libraries not only offer the resources for 
such connections; they have events to promote 
them too. 

Some of my favorite children’s and young 
adult books include “Where the wild things 
are,” by Maurice Sendak, “A wrinkle in time,” 
by Madeleine L’Engle and any novel by Scott 
Westerfeld. 

My favorite fiction novels include “Ex- 
tremely loud and incredibly close” by Jonathan 
Safran Foer and “To the lighthouse” by Virginia 
Woolf. 

For more information about South Hadley’s 
libraries, visit http://www.shadleylib.org/. 







Melina Bourdeau, editor of 
the Town Reminder, with 
one of her favorite books 
“A wrinkle in time,” by 
Madeline L’Engle. 
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Greens you can grow now 


ith more time spent at home I am 
W itching to get into the garden, but 
with temperatures below freezing 
at night and daytime just topping off in the 
forties last week what on earth 
can I possibly plant? Greens! 
Spinach (Spinacia oleracea) 
is a cool weather crop. Seeds 
can be sown early, as soon as 
the ground can be worked. Ger- 
mination can occur in soils as 
cold as 45 degrees. Don’t worry 
about chilly morning tempera- 
tures hurting young seedlings; 
spinach will tolerate a light 
frost. Bolting, or seed-setting, 
occurs naturally as day lengths 
reach 14 tol6 hours of light per 
day. 
When the plant begins to 


wi, 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


couple of meals the effort was hardly worth- 
while. Over the last few years, however, I 
have been experimenting with a variety of 
so-called spinach substitutes, and so far am 
delighted by their taste and du- 
rability. 

The first is New Zealand spin- 
ach (Tetragonia). Although its 
name may imply otherwise, this 
is not a true spinach. Fresh cut it 
doesn’t taste or look like spinach 
either, but when cooked it will 
fill in for Popeye’s favorite with 
no questions asked. The beauty 
of this sprawling plant is in its 
productivity; just a few plants 
will produce enough leaves to 
feed an entire family. Hard, 
nut-like seeds may take awhile 
to germinate. I have found that 





a 





bolt more energy is spent on 
flowering and seed production 
than on leaf making. Leaves be- 
come smaller and are usually bitter in taste. 
I remove the plants from the garden at this 
point and sow something else in their place. 
Many people have good luck planting spin- 
ach seeds again in July or August for a fall 
harvest. Still others sow seeds even later in 
the season, hoping that with a little protec- 
tion the plants may overwinter and grow like 
gangbusters in the cool weather of the fol- 
lowing spring. 

I harvested my spinach (a variety adver- 
tised as “slow to bolt’) only two or three 
times before it began to set seed. For just a 


Roberta McQuai 


Q. 


soaking them in warm water for 
a few hours prior to sowing will 
soften the seed coat and quicken 
the process. New Zealand spinach will likely 
go to seed late in summer. Let a few seeds 
drop and with any luck some will sprout in 
place come spring time. Be forewarned, this 
plant is not frost hardy. To get a head start I 
sowed my seeds in six-packs and will plant 
the seedlings outside when the danger of 
frost has passed. 

Swiss chard is one of my favorite greens; 
it’s not exactly like spinach but it can be used 
similarly. So far I have made two sowings. I 


Please see GARDEN, page 7 
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Coping with a common community response 


By Sara Kendall 
Guest Columnist 


tress! You’re trying to keep your house- 
hold in order while still getting some 


work done during a global pandemic. 
Your spouse may be stuck at home, trying to 
get some work done. Or perhaps your partner 
is dealing with the uncertainty that comes with 
being furloughed or laid off. You may be help- 
ing your kids adjust to online classes for the 
first ttme. They need internet access for that, 
but you need to be online for video confer- 
ences. Is the cat walking across your keyboard? 
Is the dog barking at the delivery driver? 

You need to help your kids stay suitably en- 
tertained without arguments, even as they deal 
with being isolated from their friends. And 
you may be concerned — with good reason — 
about the safety of your aging parents, grand- 
parents or other family members you cannot be 


with. 

Perhaps all that family interaction sounds 
appealing because, in the current crisis, you 
find yourself utterly alone. You’d rather focus 
on something else, but it’s everywhere on TV 
and you’ve read all the books and magazines 
you have. The highlight of your day comes 
when you connect with friends or family by 
text, telephone or a video call. On the bright 
side, you still have a few rolls of toilet paper. 

It’s OK to feel as though your world has 
been turned upside down. It has! Things are 
not as they were a month ago, and there’s no 
clear forecast for when things may return to 
whatever normal will mean going forward. But 
consider this: while each of us faces unique 
circumstances, the world is experiencing a 
collective crisis — one that our families, com- 
munities, states and nations all must face while 


Please see COPING, page 10 
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A QUOTE 
<¢ of NOTE 


One of the questions 
that came up was 
about how towns 
will address town 

meetings. Of the few 

towns that were on 
that call, we were the 
only ones who were 
really thinking about 
doing a virtual town 
meeting. The other 
towns were trying 
to figure out how 
or if they’re going 
to do an in-person 
meeting; they’re 
all in different 
stages of figuring 
that out. 99 


South Hadley Selectboard 
member Sarah Etelman in 
Sullivan provides updates on 
COVID-19 count, Town Meeting. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor have 
a maximum of 350 words. 
We require writers to include 
their name, address and 
phone number in order for 
our office to authenticate au- 
thorship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone num- 
bers are not published. 

Unsigned or anonymous 
letters will NOT be _ pub- 
lished. 

We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any submis- 
sions. Libelous, unsubstan- 
tiated allegations, personal 
attacks or defamation of 
character are not allowed. 
Deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday at noon. 

Please email (preferred) 
letters to townreminder@tur- 
ley.com. Mailed letters can 
be sent to Town Reminder, 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 
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Virtual Arts Festival 
to celebrate 

50th anniversary 
of Earth Day 


REGION - Grassroots Central Mass 
and Starlite Gallery in Southbridge will 
host a virtual Earth Day festival, “You 
Can’t Live Without It,’ online, showcas- 
ing stories, poetry readings, art and live 
music on Saturday, April 25, from 5:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Attendees are free to drop 
in to the event by visiting https://grass- 
rootscentralmass.com/earth-day/. 

This year, 2020 marks the 50th an- 
niversary of Earth Day, celebrated 
by millions around the world to raise 
awareness and advocacy for improving 
air quality, cleaning up contaminated 
lands and protecting our water resourc- 
es. While efforts to combat coronavirus 
have prevented in-person celebrations 
and events, there is evidence the reduc- 
tion in activity has reduced pollution 
and greenhouse emissions around the 
globe. This event will celebrate Earth, 
those who protect her and those inspired 
by her, in a socially-responsible, virtual 
forum. 

The evening will include children’s 
stories, tree plantings and tips, poet- 
ry readings by Poetorium artists and 
others, and live musical performances. 
Among the featured musicians, Peruvi- 
an-born guitarist and ethnomusicologist 
Carlos Odria is slated to perform. Odria 
is a popular and talented guitarist who 
fuses jazz, Latin and other musical in- 
fluences. He is in demand for venues 
across Central Massachusetts and will 
offer this rare at-home performance. 

Visit https://grassrootscentralmass. 
com/earth-day/ for the full schedule and 
participation instructions. 

Grassroots Central Mass is a collec- 
tive of neighbors and activists in Massa- 
chusetts towns from Southbridge to the 
Brookfields to Barre working to help our 
communities, state and country move 
forward on issues that impact us all. 

Starlite Gallery, at 39 Hamilton 
St., Southbridge, is a unique bohemian 
lounge offering original live music, craft 
beers and craft cocktails, art exhibitions 
and installations that provide patrons 
with a creative and stimulating social 
environment. 
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The reimagined 2020 
ArtWeek Festival will 
celebrate the creative 
Commonwealth 


BOSTON -— The Boch Center, the pro- 
ducer of the annual ArtWeek festival which 
is presented by the Highland Street Foun- 
dation, has announced that it is launching 
#ArtWeekAtHome on May Ist. The re- 
imagined format replaces the original Art- 
Week that would have featured almost 800 
creative events in over 170 communities 
across the state, including many free events 
for families, children, residents, and visi- 
tors. 

“We were so disappointed to have can- 
celled ArtWeek due to the pandemic crisis, 
especially since it had grown over 30 per- 
cent from the year before after expanding 
statewide in 2018,’ said Joe Spaulding, 
President and CEO of the Boch Center. 
“But the response from event hosts and 
partners inspired us to think outside the 
box. #ArtWeekAtHome celebrates the cre- 
ative community and its response to this 
unprecedented period, as ArtWeek partners 
and event hosts continue to bring joy, com- 
fort, and inspiration to thousands of people 
every day during this crisis.” 

On May 1, the original festival kick-off 
day, ArtWeek event hosts and partners will 
post links on social media to their online 
content including tours, concerts, at-home 
activities or other creative programs while 
tagging #ArtWeekAtHome and @aArt- 
WeekMA. 

As part of the kick-off, a 10-day Art- 
Week Bingo game will also launch to keep 


Artweek at home 
launches May 1 
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creative juices flowing throughout the week 
with daily artistic prompts and themed 
challenges celebrating different genres. 

The week-long schedule includes nods 
to music, museums, dance, crafts, theater, 
literature, the outdoors/public art, film, his- 
tory and the culinary arts. 

The following week, #ArtWeekAtH- 
ome highlights will be shared at www.art- 
weekma.org and on different social media 
channels. 

‘“‘We have been proud to spotlight hun- 
dreds of arts and cultural partners over the 
years through our Free Fun Friday pro- 
gram and our partnership with ArtWeek,” 
stated Blake Jordan, Executive Director 
of the Highland Street Foundation. “#Art- 
WeekAtHome is a creative way to keep 
those partners and the amazing contribu- 
tions they make every day to our commu- 
nities center stage - especially during these 
times,” he added. 

Presented by Highland Street Founda- 
tion and produced by the Boch Center, Art- 
Week is an annual award-winning innova- 
tive festival. Due to the global COVID 19 
pandemic, the 2020 festival as originally 
conceived was cancelled and #ArtWeekAt- 
Home was launched as a reimagined for- 
mat. The original ArtWeek 2020 was going 
to feature almost 800 unique and creative 
experiences, including many artwalks, 
open studios, and town-wide celebrations 
that were hands-on, interactive or offer be- 
hind-the-scenes access to artists or the cre- 
ative process. ArtWeek was born in Boston 
in 2013, expanded statewide in 2018, and 
by 2020 had exploded to over 170 towns 
and neighborhoods across Massachusetts 
as the signature nonprofit community pro- 
gram of the Boch Center. To find out more 
to www.artweekma.org or @ ArtWeekMA. 





Calling all students and teachers 


The Town Reminder is calling all 
children — everyone under 18 — to send 
us artwork, essays and photos. If enough 
children send pieces on it’s possible, we 
could have a whole issued devoted to 
them. Please include full names on all 
submissions sO we can give proper cred- 
it to the creator. Also, if photos are sub- 


mitted please identify the people in the 
photos. Parents, the if you could forward 
them to us it would be appreciated. 

We’re also asking teachers to send es- 
says, artwork or photos describing what 
it’s like for them being home and edu- 
cating students from afar. Please send all 
emails to Townreminder @turley.com. 





GARDEN from page 6 


tried one extra early, on April 6, and an- 
other just today. The first sowing hasn’t 
sprouted yet, and I am curious if the seeds 
will sit until the weather warms and then 
[ll have two crops exact- 
ly the same time or if one 
will take the lead. You can 
either cut the leaves when | 
tiny for use in salads or 
thin the plants and let the 
leaves grow large where 
they can be cooked up in 
a quick stir fry with other 
veggies. If you are some- 
one who likes making 
your own green drinks, try 
juicing a few leaves with 
an apple and carrots for a 
healthy alternative to sug- 
ary drinks. Chard is a rel- 
ative to beets. The leaves 
are very similar. If you 
want only a few greens, 
grow beets and _ harvest 
some leaves and some 
roots. 

We may not be able to 
plant our tomatoes or pep- 
pers yet, but we can cer- 
tainly get our hands dirty 
by planting some spinach, 
Swiss chard or even beets, 
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Curran O’Brien Funeral Home ¢ 413-538-4642 
33 Lamb Street ¢ South Hadley, MA 01075 


right now! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
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She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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Earth Day 
activities 
website 


Staff Report 


REGION — The 50" anniversary of 
Earth Day on April 22 reminds us that 
we have another support system right 
outside our door — especially in west- 
ern Massachusetts. There’s inspiration 
in the night sky, motivation in birds 
that migrate thousands of miles to nest 
in our yards, entertainment in a cho- 
rus of spring frogs, and reassurance in 
a cheerful yellow daffodil signaling a 
new season ahead. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice, which has a regional office in 
Hadley, wants to help you feel more at 
home in nature. A backyard or neigh- 
borhood green space offers an extension 
of “homeroom,” a living lab for stay-at- 
home science. It’s also a free walk-in 
clinic — or walk-out clinic, as it were 
— providing an endless supply of prov- 
en physical and psychological health 
benefits that we need now more than 
ever, according to 

Check out our ongoing Stay-at- 
Home Science series, at https://medium. 


Please see EARTH DAY, page 14 


Homework House to 
host 5th annual adult 
spelling bee virtually 


HOLYOKE -— It’s time to spell 
again for the success of Holyoke chil- 
dren. And, this year the event will “Bee 
at home.” The fifth annual Adult Spell- 
ing Bee to benefit Homework House of 
Holyoke will be held virtually Monday, 
April 27 through April 30, 2020. 

The 2020 Bee at home event will 
involve both children and adults. There 
will be two different ways to play. 
These events will provide an opportu- 
nity for some good-humored fun from 
home while everyone is spellbound. 

From Monday, April 27 until Thurs- 
day, April 30 there will be a daily video 
spelling challenge on the Homework 
House Holyoke’s Facebook page. On 
Thursday, April 30, Homework House 
will present a live spelling bee online. 
Prizes will be awarded for both events. 
More details can be found at Home- 
workHouseBee.com. 

This annual event is one of the 
major fundraisers for the organization 


Please see SPELLING BEE, page 9 
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Connor, director of the Central 
Hampshire Veterans’ Services. 


Funding 

Alongside the families of res- 
idents, Connor has advocated for 
the facility to get additional re- 
sources, noting staff was reduced 
in 2015. The building’s former 
superintendent, Paul Barabani, 
pushed hard to improve condi- 
tions before subsequently being 
pushed into retirement himself in 
December 2015, said Connor. 

Others share a different nar- 
rative. From fiscal 2015 to fiscal 
2020, the facility’s funding was 
increased by 14 percent and the 
average amount spent on each 
resident increased by 11 percent, 
said Brooke Karanovich, repre- 
senting the home as part of the 
state’s Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services. 

It is also Karanovich’s un- 
derstanding that employees who 
retired in 2015 were able to do 
so as part of the early retirement 
incentive program, a statewide 
program that wasn’t specific to 
the Soldiers’ Home. 

“It was a statewide offer that 
was made to state employees 
who met certain criteria to be eli- 
gible. They could choose to retire 
early and get some sort of extra 
benefit,’ said Karanovich. 

In the meantime, Superin- 
tendent Bennett Walsh has come 
under fire since being placed on 
administrative leave effective 
March 30. His responsibilities 
have temporarily been assumed 
by Val Liptak, RN, currently the 
CEO of Western Massachusetts 
Hospital. 

Karanovich emphasized dis- 
ciplinary action against Walsh 
not yet been taken, and several 
investigations remain ongoing. 

On April 1, Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er launched an investigation and 
Attorney General Maura Healthy 
announced an investigation about 
a week later. A federal investiga- 
tion was also launched by U.S. 
Attorney Andrew Lelling on 
April 10. 


Walsh’s termination 


TOWN Reminder 





More than 60 veterans stricken by COVID-19 have died in the past 40 days. As of April 22, another 94 
living residents and 81 employees are fighting the novel coronavirus at the Holyoke Soldier’s Home. 


Brian Willette, South Hadley 
resident and state commander of 
the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, believes Walsh has unfair- 
ly become the public face of the 
incident after inheriting a flawed 
operation. 

“As far as I’m _ concerned, 
Bennett Walsh is the second su- 
perintendent in a row to ask for 
help from the state and not re- 
ceive it,’ said Willette. 

Walsh maintained he alerted 
the state after the first Soldiers’ 
Home resident tested positive on 
March 21, but Baker said he was 
not notified until well afterwards, 
sparking the investigations. 

Without declaring Walsh’s 
innocence outright, Willette lent 
the man his support. Willette and 
his peers have a personal connec- 
tion to the facility; the Soldiers’ 
Home has served as a meeting 
ground for the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart since 2013, and 
a number of members reside in 
the home. 

“At this very moment, there 
are several investigations going 
on. We need to see the results of 
those investigations. Simultane- 
ously, the trustees are working 
to fire the current superintendent, 


I feel without due process,” said 
Willette. 

Willette alleges that Soldiers’ 
Home trustees endeavored to 
fire Walsh, but a court-issued re- 
straining order delayed the pro- 
cess until at least next month. 
Acknowledging the court action, 
Karanovich denies that the trust- 
ees attempted to execute Walsh’s 
termination. 

Connor, on the other hand, 
believes Walsh never should 
have been given the job to begin 
with. Connor, who is responsi- 
ble for enrolling veterans in the 
home, recalls being immediately 
alarmed when Walsh assumed 
the position following Barabani’s 
departure. 

“The reality was that he didn’t 
have any background in running 
a facility,’ said Connor. “He was 
a proud Marine who served very 
honorably, but never ran a facil- 
ity like this. He came in under 
those circumstances [of staffing 
reductions], which kind of made 
me worried. Over the couple of 
years that have followed, staffing 
has continued to be an issue.” 

To express his dismay, Con- 
nor released a memo in 2017 to 
outline the “concerns of veter- 


ans, their family members and 
the staff of the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home and the members of the 
Western Massachusetts Veterans 
Service Officers Association.” 
The document continued to 
note that “the major concern that 
has been brought to our attention, 
is for the health and safety of the 
veterans who live there.” The 
memo highlights issues such as 
poor staffing, an ineffective gov- 
erning structure and lackluster 
conditions inside of the facility. 


Employee compensation 

and staffing 

Employee compensation has 
also been seemingly problemat- 
ic. In 2017, the staff of the Sol- 
diers’ Home in Holyoke was paid 
$40,727 on-average while em- 
ployees at the Chelsea Soldiers’ 
Home earned an annual salary of 
$66,638. 

The difference of more than 
$25,000 is representative of 
the Holyoke facility’s lack of 
“skilled nurses,” according to the 
report and may have contributed 
to the recent outbreak. Connors 
believes that many families have 
been afraid to voice complaints 
because the state might shutter 
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the facility. 

“From everything that I’ve 
heard from the nurses and the 
families in there, it was already 
bad. Having this [outbreak] hap- 
pen only amplified it,” said Con- 
nor. “It’s really been an ongoing 
problem; the staffing level, the 
morale and the staff having to 
work forced overtime.” 

Prior to the outbreak, Connor 
met with a number of local and 
state legislators to discuss the 1s- 
sue. Willette too is adamant there 
has been a history of understaff- 
ing and underfunding at the Sol- 
diers’ Home. 

“There’s a need for more as- 
sistance up there; there’s a need 
for more money, more staffing, 
better housing conditions and 
they’ve known that,’ said Wil- 
lette. “From the veterans organi- 
zations’ perspective, this is what 
we fight for; staffing and fund- 
ing. With staffing shortages, they 
cannot properly care for these 
veterans. Does that mean a big- 
ger budget? Yes, it does.” 

Last month, it took multiple 
days for the public to be informed 
the first Soldiers’ Home residents 
had succumbed to COVID-19. 
Connor was in the building that 
week to complete a charitable 
endeavor; he explained what 
haunts him most about how the 
incident unfolded. 

“While I was there, two vet- 
erans were given farewells going 
out in the hearse. When they go 
out, so do all of the nurses and 
all of the staff. When it was un- 
known that veterans were dying 
that first weekend in March, I 
heard about it from friends and 
said, ‘Well how would nobody 
know that?’ Then it came out 
that there was a refrigerator truck 
in the back of the building,” said 
Connor. 

“Nothing could have done 
more to hurt the families and all 
the veterans to know that, be- 
cause they always go with hon- 
ors out the front door,’ he said. 
“They even play taps. It just was 
such a heartbreaking thing that 
they had gone out the backdoor 
and put in a refrigerator truck.” 

Connor considers the build- 
ing’s employees to be coura- 

geous and thanked them 
for their tireless effort and 
commitment to local vet- 
erans. He acknowledged 
that, like front line re- 
sponders across the coun- 
try, they have performed 
admirably amid dangerous 
circumstances. 

It will take years for 
the Soldiers’ Home to ful- 
ly rebound from the out- 
break that has occurred 
within its walls; Connor 
noted that approximately 
25 percent of the residents 
are now dead. 

He did voice optimism 
that the building will rise 
from the ashes and serve 
veterans for many more 
years to come. 

“It’s always been the 
gem on the hill here for us 
in Western Mass; it’s now 
not that, but it can be again 
if people just pay attention 
and support it the way that 
it needs to be supported,” 
he said. ““There’s going to 
be a long time of recov- 
ery, and we need to keep 
an eye on it so this never 
happens again.” 

Dalton Zbierski can be 
reached at Dzbierski@ tur- 
ley.com. 
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Living Journal 
illustration 


South Hadley freshman, Julia Hamel submitted this 
drawing which was part of a writing assignment that creat- 
ed for the students called a Living Journal that they use to 
record their thoughts and/or experiences as they go through 
this very trying time, according to teacher Joe Dragon. 

Hamel wrote, “Art is one of the only things keeping 
me sane in quarantine. I’ve been trying out lots of new 
mediums, like pen and ink for example, which is shown 
here.” 











Earth day painting 


South Hadley resident, Dennis Golas, made a painting for 
Earth Day. 


SPELLING BEE from page 7 


which has been providing academic tutoring and men- 
toring for over 12 years to Holyoke school age children 
free of charge. 

Homework House serves children, ages 6 to 12, from 
the Holyoke Public Schools. Since its beginning, it has 
offered free tutoring and mentoring. Currently, it offers 
services from three different locations in Holyoke. Tu- 
tors, many who are volunteers from local colleges and 
the community, provide individualized instruction to 
strengthen children’s educational learning and retention. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, tutoring is continuing 
virtually. 

Peoples Bank is the Bee’s Knees Sponsor of the event. 
Pennyfarthing Investment Management, Health New En- 
gland, and Holyoke Gas and Electric are Bee-Keepers 
Sponsors. 

To find more information about the events, register 
for the live event, or to make a donation, please visit 
HomeWorkHouseBee.com, email Suzanne Boniface at 
sboniface @homeworkhouseholyoke.org, or call her at 
413-265-1017. 
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COVID-19 Update 


from Hampshire Sheriff Patrick Cahillane 


Staff Report 


REGION - As of 3 p.m. on April 
22, our first COVID-19 positive in- 
mate, who had been quarantined 
and treated in the medical unit, has 
recovered sufficiently to be moved 
into an intermediate area for further 
monitoring before being returned to 
our general population. 

Three more COVID-19 positive 
inmates are on track for similar 
transitioning this Friday. 

The total number of positive cas- 
es currently stands at 20 inmates, 
eight of whom are asymptomatic, 
and four staff. Approximately 50 
staff members have already been 
tested, with more tests pending, and 
the house of corrections continue to 
test symptomatic inmates, as well as 
asymptomatic individuals as access 
to more testing becomes available, 
according to a press release from 
Cahillane. 

All positive individuals are sta- 
ble and showing signs of improve- 
ment. 

“T have been a corrections and 
public safety officer for more than 
40 years, and I can tell you that the 


people who pursue this line of work 
are motivated by their desire to help 
improve the lives of others,’ Cahill- 
ane said in the press release. “Help- 
ing individuals improve is a way of 
helping families and our communi- 
ties improve.” 

The following quote, attribut- 
ed to an inmate named Clare, was 
memorialized by author John Lo- 
nergan in his book “The Governor,” 
the story of his tenure as one of the 
leading corrections professionals in 
Ireland: ““We are a community that 
embraces people’s respect and dig- 
nity. 

We encourage personal growth 
and development in a caring and 
safe environment. 

We are committed to addressing 
the needs of each person in a heal- 
ing and holistic way. 

And we will actively promote 
close interaction with the wider 
community.” 

“T could not have written a bet- 
ter statement myself, so I have bor- 
rowed Clare’s words to describe the 
Hampshire Sheriff’s Office and the 
Hampshire County Jail and House 
of Correction,’ added Cahillane. 


“My staff and I embrace everyone’s 
respect and dignity, we promote a 
caring and safe environment, and 
we address each person’s needs and 
healing process, if they allow us. 
Sometimes they don’t, and that can 
be frustrating. Many times they do, 
and that can be uplifting.” 

The Hampshire County Sher- 
iff said the decision to expand 
COVID-19 testing to include as- 
ymptomatic inmates and staff is in- 
formed by these humanistic ideals, 
and the understanding that informa- 
tion is essential to beating back this 
virus. 

“We are part of the wider com- 
munity, and our experiences during 
the coronavirus pandemic are simi- 
lar to the rest of the community. We 
are all going through this together, 
and we will get through it together,” 
Cahillane wrote. “The Hampshire 
Sheriff’s Office has always been 
a friend to the community, and, as 
long as I am Sheriff, we will contin- 
ue to strengthen that bond of friend- 
ship, especially during this time of 
crisis. That’s what friends do.” 





Introducing Grab-and-Go Breakfast for Springfield First Responders 


Staff Report 


SPRINGFIELD — United Way 
of Pioneer Valley (UWPV) and the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Springfield 
are thrilled to introduce the Good 
Morning Heroes program, a joint 
effort to give back to the first re- 
sponders working hard and risking 
their lives for our community. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Spring- 


field and the United Way of Pioneer 
Valley are working together to show 
appreciation to the front-line work- 
ers keeping us safe and healthy ev- 
ery day, especially now during this 
unprecedented global pandemic. 
Good Morning Heroes will pro- 
vide grab-and-go breakfast bags to 
Springfield first responders. They 
will be available on weekdays, 8 
am. to 9 a.m. or until bags run 


out, in the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Springfield parking lot on Carew 
Street. The program will begin on 
Friday, April 10 and end Monday, 
May 4, coinciding with Governor 
Charlie Baker’s stay-at-home order. 

For more information, or to 
volunteer, contact Vinny Borello 
at vborello@sbgc.org. 


Granby Police Logs 


Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department responded to 
110 calls for the week of April 10 
through April 16. Those arrested 
are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby 
Police Department. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


There were no arrests or sum- 
mons this week. 
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ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Friday April 10 
6:30 p.m. — Officers responded 
to Carver Street to investigate re- 
ports of theft of a motorcycle. The 
incident is still under investigation. 
Sunday, April 12 
12:07 p.m. — Officers responded 
to South Street to investigate a re- 
port of credit card fraud. The inci- 
dent is still under investigation. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


Monday, April 13 
12:44 p.m. — Officers responded 
to Porter Street to investigate re- 
ports of property damage done to a 
resident’s house. 


Tuesday, April 14 
4:43 a.m. — Officers responded 
to an accident on North Street. The 
operator lost control of their vehicle 
and drove off roadway. The vehicle 
struck a guardrail and caused prop- 
erty damage. 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN 

CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS.. ° 122 
USDA INSP. FRESH Ss 37 
PORK COUNTRY STYLERIBS > f+. 
USDA INSP. SMOKED S 44 
PORK SHOULDER rouce.. ° 024, 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 


TURKEY BREAST......... 2 


me IT’°S SOUP TIME wa 
USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN S 69 
IGS FEET ccsecccccsecsccseeeae U0 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN 


CHICKEN FEET cscesesesene Die 
BEEF FEET ccceccessesseseeses? PI 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 @ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


BEEF RIBEYE 
cur S@S96 wnote 


FREE lb OR HALF 


SPLIT CHICKEN BREAST vex OE 
USDA INSP. FROZEN 


—TeOANSP << ROASTER CHICKEN nn ODS 
USDA INSP. FROZEN 
LOH GEN Pete erg) CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS zaxcx 4 OE 
STEAKS J. mia 
ipace MARINATED HORMEL 
FRESH BONELESS ~\ PORK TENDERLOIN sss 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN \esrewVVeevareytrsres: 
SPOON ROASTS 44 44 


BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


See 90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


SALE DATES: 4/23/20 - 4/29/20 
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SOUTH HADLEY COUNCIL ON AGING 


Staff Report 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The office may 
be closed, but staff are still there. 

Call the center at 413-538-5042 from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All calls are forwarded 
to the COA Director. Staff is working re- 
motely and have access to email. 

Find useful resources on our website: 
https://www.southhadley.org/324/Coun- 
cil-on-Aging 

Follow the Center on Aging on Face- 
book: https://www.facebook.com/south- 
hadleycoa/ 

To be added to our bi-weekly, “check- 
in” phone call or email list, call 413-538- 
5042 or email Ihennessey @ southhadley- 
ma. gov. 


Bingo 

The Friends of the South Hadley Se- 
niors are running an online Zoom Bingo 
game with prizes every Friday from | to 2 
p.m. All are welcome to play. Prizes are 
gift certificates to local businesses. So far, 
they’ve given out Johnnys, Yarde Tavern 
and Tower Theaters. This was started as a 
way to keep people connected during this 
time of isolation while also supporting 
local businesses. Folks wearing different 
costume items to bring them luck. 

If you’re interested in playing, please 
email Kim Prough at ksprough@me.com 
and she will email a Bingo card and the 
Zoom link to get connected. 


PVTA/’s Dial-A-Ride Transportation 
The dial a ride service is now sched- 
uled for one person per vehicle and with 
hours of service extended from 6 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. if you are over 60 and need 


transportation. During this time of crisis 
requirements are “less strict.” Call Paul 
Burns at 413-732-6248 ext. 2230 or email 
pburns @ pvta.com. 


Fuel assistance 
For questions concerning the Fuel As- 
sistance Program, you can contact them 
directly at https://www.communityaction. 
us/fuel-assistance or by calling 413-774- 
2318. 


The Senior Center on TV 

Watch South Hadley Community Ac- 
cess 

Television for Mindfulness Practice 
with Kerry on http://www.shctv15.com/. 
Mondays at 7 a.m., Tuesdays at 9 a.m., 
Wednesdays at 8 a.m., Thursdays at 8 
a.m., Fridays at 7 a.m., Saturdays at 7 a.m. 
and Sundays at 6 a.m. 

RSVP Healthy Bones and Balance 
available online now: https://www.you- 
tube.com/watch?v=Gs3GFI8hnz8&t=9s 


Senior Shopping Hours: 
BJ’s Wholesale Store: 8 to 9 a.m. 
Trader Joe’s, Hadley: 9 to 10 a.m. 
Big Y South Hadley: 7 to 8 a.m. 
PriceRite, Chicopee 7 to 8 a.m. 
Stop & Shop, Chicopee: 6 to 7:30 a.m. 


Pharmacy: 
CVS 

Drive Through Pick Up: 

CVS 70 West State St., Granby: 413- 
467-1659 

CVS 1616 Memorial Dr. Chicopee: 
413-532-3299 

For Prescription Home Delivery: 
https://www.cvs.com/content/delivery 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Revolutions per 
minute 

4, Hymns 

10. Brew 

11. Did not acknowledge 

12. Atomic #77 

14, Partly digested food 

15, Not one 

16. Lesotho capital 

18. Copyreading 

22. Living organism that 
feeds on organic 
matter 

23. One’s biological 
father 

24, An aggregate of 
molecules 

26. Equally 

27. Khoikhoi people 

28. Jump in figure 


skating 

30. Lantern 

31. TV network 

34. Georges _, 
philosopher 

36. Sharp, shrill bark 

37. Albanian monetary 
units 

39. Launched Apollo 

40. One who graduated 

41. Exist 

42. Passed by 

48. Very unpleasant smell 

50. Graduates 

51. Seedless raisin 

52. self-protection 

53. Clue 

54. Life-savers 

95. Ingest too much 

56. Misrepresented 

58. Small Eurasian deer 


French 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Flower cluster 

2. A form 

3. Inner organ regions 

4, Local law enforcement 
5. A citizen of Senegal 

6. Positively charged 


7. Connects granules 
8. Business practice 
9. The Mount Rushmore 


12. Leader 

13. Hindu queen 

17. Proofreading mark 

19. European country 

20. Greek mythological 
@ 





99. Most mocking 
60. Soviet Socialist 


21. Grandfather 

25. Clears 

29. Amount of time 

31. Mollusks 

32. German municipality 

33. Body part 

35. City of Angels 
hoopsters 

38. Suffocate 

41. Pleasing to the eye 

43. Poplar trees (Spanish) 

44. Ship officer 

45. Individual investment 
account (abbr.) 

46. Prefix meaning within 

47. Ceased to live 

49. Day by day 

56. Not color 

57. Condition of 
withdrawal (abbr.) 


Republic 


electrodes 


State 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS f } 
\ 


Big Y 
Delivery: 
Big Y, 44 Willimansett St. South Had- 
ley 413-538-6178 


Food Resources: 

Meals on Wheels Program: Call West- 
Mass ElderCare at 413-538-9020 and ask 
for information and referral. The program 
is available to any South Hadley senior 60 
and older. 

Meals are low sodium and you can opt 
for a cardiac meal or a diabetic meal. 

WestMass ElderCare (WMEC) is 
South Hadley’s area Aging Services Ac- 
cess Provider and are currently accepting 
new clients for daily delivery of a meal. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: call 
413-437-7593 or email info@nhnfood- 
pantry.org. 

Shop from your car; food is delivered 
to you. 

Quick enrollment form; just bring a 
piece of mail with your South Hadley or 
Granby address. 

Wednesdays: 12:30 to 3:30 p.m and 6 
to 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

Mobile Food Pantry: On the second 
and fourth Monday of the month at 50 
Broad Street, Chicopee 10 to 11 a.m. 


Groceries or Prepared Meals: 

You may need to call a week or more 
in advance for Instacart. Someone will 
shop for you and then deliver: https:// 
www.instacart.com/. 

Atkins Farm delivery and pick-up: 
1150 West Street, Amherst. Call 413-253- 
9528 

Margi’s Fruit Company delivery and 
pick-up: 2009 Memorial Drive, Chicopee. 


Call 413-535-1200. 

Delaney’s delivery and pick-up: call 
their Wilbraham location at 413-438- 
0887. 

Johnny’s Bar & Grille: 23 College St., 
South Hadley: 413-534-8222 

Yard Tavern: 3 Hadley St., South Had- 
ley, 413-315-4339 

TYA: 15 College St., 
413-532-8000 

Family Pizza: 334 Newton St. South 
Hadley, 413-536-3197 

Parthenon: 475 Newton St. 
Hadley, 413-539-6612 

Family Pizza: 334 Newton St. South 
Hadley, 413-536-3197 

ALDI Delivery through Instacart: 
https://www.instacart.com/south-hadley- 
ma/aldi. 

Talk of the Town: 26 Main St, South 
Hadley, 413-315-3290 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Barstow’s Dairy Store and Bakery: 
172 Hockanum Rd, 413-586-2142 Drive 
through take-out. 

Online Options for Restaurant Deliv- 
ery: Many of your local restaurants will 
deliver through online delivery services 
such as Doordash, doordash.com or Grub- 
hub, Grubhub.com. 


South Hadley, 


South 


Phone resources 

Elder Abuse Hotline in Mass: 1-800- 
922-2275. 

Veteran’s Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 

Dial “2-1-1” for Massachusetts infor- 
mation and resources 

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 
1-800-273-8255 

Mass Social Security: 
1213; TTY 1-800-325-0778. 


1-800-772- 





Paragus IT offers free video conferencing sessions 


HADLEY— Paragus IT CEO Delcie 
Bean has been a featured speaker at events 
across the country on topics as diverse as 
entrepreneurship, technology, innovation, 
employee ownership and employee-driv- 
en culture. He’s now offering his ser- 
vices—free of charge—to businesses and 
organizations looking to stay connected in 
these uncertain times. 

“Today, with a large portion of the 
workforce operating remotely, it’s more 
important than ever to keep in contact any 


COPING from page 6 


each of us tries to function as a good family 
member, worker or caregiver. 

With so much we cannot control right 
now, the stress can be difficult to endure. 
What can you do to minimize that stress- 
ful feeling? Start by acknowledging the 
truth: you can’t measure your performance 
or evaluate how you feel today in the same 
way you were able to a month ago. While 
you’re doing what you can within this new, 
dynamic reality, things are different. So be 
patient with your family. Be patient with 
your peers and co-workers. And be patient 
with yourself. 

In spite of what you may see on so- 
cial media, it’s OK if you aren’t learning a 
new language this week, or painting all the 
rooms in the house, or cooking three gour- 
met meals a day using pantry items. There’s 
no reason to feel sub-par. You’re not failing. 
It’s OK to grieve what you can’t do and to 
realize that you can’t be as productive as 
before. Acknowledge how much you are 
accomplishing given a whole new set of 
challenges. And remember, this collective 
experience is new to everyone. You’re not 
in it alone. 

With all we are facing, it may seem 
impossible to find balance, but our friends 
and neighbors are trying. Last weekend I 
saw a family on their front lawn, sitting in 
camp chairs decorated with balloons and 
a home-made Happy Birthday sign. There 
was excitement as a parade of cars drove 
by honking and waving birthday greetings. 


way we can,’ Bean said. “This is also a 
high-risk time for cybersecurity and a 
time when many companies are confront- 
ed with big questions about the future. 
I’m happy to connect with business and 
organizations in order to move forward 
together in a safe and smart manner.” 

Businesses and organizations interest- 
ed in setting up a video conferencing ses- 
sion with Delcie Bean can get more info 
at paragusit.com/virtualdelcie. 


Was it the birthday celebration they’d been 
planning? Unlikely, but it’s one they will 
talk about for a long time. 

In some communities, people are ring- 
ing bells or turning porch lights off and on 
at 8 o’clock each evening to honor the es- 
sential workers keeping us safe, supplied 
and healthy. Bells ringing or lights flick- 
ering throughout a neighborhood are won- 
derful ways for communities to express a 
shared message of gratitude. It’s something 
we can do together with meaning and pur- 
pose, something we can be part of even as 
we do our part by staying home. 

That sense of common purpose is im- 
portant for adults to demonstrate, particu- 
larly to children who learn by what is mod- 
eled for them. News stories of people acting 
out can be scary, but if the children hear 
their neighbors ringing bells or see them 
flicking their lights together each evening, 
it presents an opportunity for dialog to ex- 
plain why we are doing this. The message is 
simple: even with everything that is so hard 
for everyone, we can choose to be part of 
something good. 

As we find ways to adapt to chang- 
ing circumstances, let’s acknowledge that 
we're part of a shared experience. Let’s be 
patient, kind and grateful, with others and 
ourselves. If you want to talk about how 
you are feeling call 844-MHA-WELL. 


Sara Kendall, MSW, LICSW, is the vice 
president of clinical operations for MHA in 
Springfield. 
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Prospects 
of spring 
season 
looking 
bleak 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - As the state cel- 
ebrates Patriots Day along with 
the spring vacation week where 
many spring teams would nor- 
mally be playing baseball and 
lacrosse games at 11 a.m. and 12 
noon rather than the tradition 4 
p.m. starts, there is nothing hap- 
pening on any fields this week. 

The MIAA’s Board of Direc- 
tors, in conjunction with guid- 
ance and recommendations made 
by the Tournament Management 
Committee, head into a crucial 
week seeking to start the spring 
season on May 4. 

However, that start date is 
contingent on Gov. Charlie Baker 
starting the process of “opening 
the state back up.” 

Unfortunately, with time 
waning, and guidance from the 
federal government, it does not 
appear as though Massachusetts 
will be opening up, specifically 
for classes, on May 4. No school 
means no spring sports for ath- 
letes across the state. 

Massachusetts is not among 
the nearly 30 states in the nation 
that has shut down school for the 
remainder of the academic year. 
Baker has said he does not want 
to shut schools down for the re- 
mainder of the year and was 
hopefully to get students back 
into the classroom even for a 
short period of time. 

However, the MIAA’s cur- 
rent plan for a 12-game slate and 
sectional playoff run is contin- 
gent on schools being re-opened 
on May 4. Another delay, which 
would likely be a minimum of 
two weeks in length, would be 
catastrophic to the plan. 

“We (the Pioneer Valley Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Conference) 
came up with a modified sched- 
ule for the shortened season,” 
said Agawam High School Ath- 
letic Director David Stratton, a 
member of the PVIAC Board of 
Directors. “But it could up being 
a futile exercise.” 

Time is running low, but Baker 
has yet to make a call on whether 
or not the stay-at-home advisory, 
non-essential businesses being 
closed, and schools being shut- 
tered will remain in effect. 

The last meeting of the MIAA 
Board of Directors was _ held 
by teleconference on Thurs- 
day, April 16. At the meeting, 
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Pioneers will not play 2020 regular season 
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The GM of the team hopes 
there will be some exhibitions 
and an Open Cup this year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


LUDLOW - It was an unprecedented season 
for the Western Mass. Pioneers in the 2019 sea- 
son. The team made it all the way to conference 
semifinals last year before suffering their first de- 
feat of the season. 

Now, with plenty of players from last season 
and their coach returning, they will not have the 
opportunity to follow up on that great success. 

The USL-Two announced last Wednesday 
that the Northeast Division has made the difficult 
decision not to participate in any type of 2020 
regular season due to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Greg Kolodziey, the general manager of the 
Pioneers, expressed disappointment in the fact 
the Pioneers will not be able to follow up on what 
they accomplished last season. 

“Yeah, definitely crazy and unprecedented 
times,’ said Kolodziey. “We were extremely ex- 
cited about this season. We had a good group of 
players returning from last year’s team along with 
some excellent new recruits. We had qualified for 
the U.S. Open Cup, and were looking forward to 
some fun and exciting games at the stadium this 





summer. So on that note it’s a bit disheartening.” 
Kolodziey said he is hopeful the team will get 
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Ben Brewster starts a move up the field. The Pioneers will not 


play in the 2020 regular season. 
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Guillermo Deal 
tries to settle a 
ball during last 
year’s division 
clinching game. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Micah Umeh sends a shot away. 





Blue Sox looking to start regular season on time 


HOLYOKE —- The Valley 
Blue Sox were champions of the 
New England Collegiate Base- 
ball League in 2017 and 2018. 
They made it to the semifinals in 
last year’s playoffs. 

Now, more than ever, col- 
lege athletes will be looking at 
leagues like the NECBL to make 
their mark for their colleges and 


prospective baseball scouts. The 
NECBL released a_ statement 
recently regarding the status of 
the 2020 season, currently set to 
open in up early June: 

We continue to closely mon- 
itor the rapidly changing situa- 
tion involving the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and its impact on our 
2020 summer season. 


We are hopeful that we will 
play baseball this summer, and 
we continue to plan for our sum- 
mer season, including accommo- 
dating college seniors who are 
now eligible to play and what our 
season may look like. That said, 
our first priority is the health and 
well-being of our players, host 
families and fans. As part of our 


monitoring we are communicat- 
ing with MLB, the NCAA and 
the National Alliance of Colle- 
giate Summer Baseball. We will 
regularly review decisions and 
guidance from federal, state and 
local officials, and the leadership 
of our host communities to obtain 


Please see BLUE SOX, page 12 


Page 12 


Reminder 


T-Birds help out area hospitals with meals 


SPRINGFIELD — On Thursday, 
April 16, the Springfield Thunder- 
birds will be teaming up with two 
of their local restaurant partners, 
Uno Pizzeria & Grill and Nadim’s 
Downtown Mediterranean Grill, to 
deliver over 50 meals to staff at both 
Baystate Medical Center and Mercy 
Medical Center. 

“Though we are not able to play 
hockey at this time, we want to make 
sure we are doing our part to give 
back to the community that has sup- 
ported us since our inception. This 
is just one way we are able to say 
‘thank you’ to the men and women 
on the front lines of this pandemic 
while also proving some support to 
our local small business partners,’ 
said Nathan Costa, President of the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

Uno Pizzeria & Grill will pro- 
vide lunch to staff members of Bay- 
state’s Adult Acute Care and Acute 


PIONEERS from page 11 


the opportunity to play some games 
this season. He is hoping to see the 
Open Cup be rescheduled and pos- 
sibly have some exhibition matches 
later this year. 

“But obviously some things are 
out of your control,’ he said. “But as 
of this week, the US Open Cup has 
not made a decision as to what they 
are doing with their tournament, so 
there is a chance we could be play- 
ing if they choose to go ahead with 
it. 

“Other than that, we will moni- 
tor the health situation in the coming 
weeks and try to provide our great 
fans with some action at the stadium 
when and if we can. We are hoping 
to schedule exhibition games and 
for the young soccer players in the 
area, put together our summer soc- 
cer camp program.” 

The league released a statement 
last Wednesday addressing the 2020 
season: 

These are unprecedented times 
as the world faces a challenging 
COVID-19 health crisis. And while 
the issues at hand are about much 
more than sport, as supporters of our 
clubs we want to share with you our 
appreciation for the patience you 
have shown as we worked closely 
with league officials as well as local, 
State, and national health authori- 
ties to understand the impact of this 
global pandemic on our upcoming 
season. 

After careful thought and con- 
sideration, it was determined that 
the challenges of our division being 
spread over multiple states, coupled 
with the existing health crises, were 
too great of a risk to our long-term 
sustainability, and we have therefore 


SERVICE 


Neuroscience departments, while 
Nadim’s will feed Mercy Medical 
Center’s Intensive Care Unit and 
Emergency Department. 

“We are proud to partner with the 
Thunderbirds and Unos to feed our 
medical heroes helping to fight the 
Coronavirus pandemic. As a busi- 
ness with deep roots in this commu- 
nity, it is important we do our part to 
help our friends and neighbors get 
through this crisis,’ stated Nadim 
Kashouh, chef and owner of Nad- 
im’s Mediterranean Grill. 

Funds for the meals will 
come from the T-Birds Founda- 
tion, a 501(c)(3) public charity es- 
tablished by the franchise to benefit 
causes in Springfield and surround- 
ing Pioneer Valley communities. 

“We are thankful to the Thun- 
derbirds for including us in these 
special deliveries,” said Uno Pizze- 
ria & Grill owner Michael Hurwitz. 


“We have a great relationship, and it 
means a lot for the team to think of 
us during these times to provide the 
food for these heroes on the front 
line.” 

The mission of the T-Birds Foun- 
dation is to serve the Springfield 
community and the Pioneer Valley 
beyond every win and loss through 
a focus on providing and supporting 
initiatives in the areas of health and 
wellness, youth enrichment, and 
civil service. 

’Baystate Health is so grate- 
ful food donations that support our 
healthcare providers as they contin- 
ue to serve on the frontlines and bat- 
tle COVID-19,”’ said the team at the 
Baystate Health Foundation. “The 
Springfield Thunderbirds’ generous 
donation of meals from Uno Pizze- 
ria & Grill for Baystate Health team 
members is a kind and much appre- 
ciated gesture.” 
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Several defenders create a way to block a free kick. 


made the difficult decision to forego 
our participation in the 2020 USL 
League Two season. 

“We absolutely support the 
Northeast Division’s decision,” 
said USL Vice President Joel Nash. 
“At the end of the day, it was about 
much more than soccer and we look 
forward to welcoming them back 
even stronger in 2021.” 

Every member club in the North- 
east has worked tirelessly to provide 
the highest level of soccer possible 
to all of our communities in thrilling, 
family-friendly environments, each 
with their own local flavor. Howev- 
er, given the fluidity of the situation 
and the uncertainty presented to us, 
we felt the decision was necessary 
for the greater good of all involved. 


While we are bitterly disappointed 
about this turn of events, especially 
for the fans, players, and our sup- 
portive Northeast communities, we 
also vow to come back better than 
ever in 2021. 

In the meantime, all six North- 
east Division clubs encourage ev- 
eryone within our respective com- 
munities to be kind to one another, 
to look after those in need, and to 
encourage social distancing as much 
as possible. As clubs, we will con- 
tinue to stay active and engaged in 
our communities off the pitch, and 
welcome any and all support in 
those endeavors. Only together can 
we get through these trying times 
and come out stronger for it. We will 
get through this together. 


To advertise on this page 
call the Town Reminder at 


536-3333 
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BANQUET FACILITIES 
HALL FOR RENT 


FOR ALL FUNCTIONS 
$230 Includes Bartender and 
Kitchen Facilities. 
Granby American Legion 
467-9545 


ELECTRICIAN 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


- NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 


www.edgetreeservice.com TFN ° 


TREE SERVICES 
TOM’S TREE SERVICE 


Pruning, Tree Removal, 
Cabling, Land Clearing, 
Brush Chipper Service. Woodchips. 
Insured. Free Estimates. 
538-7608 





LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, 
Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 
Insured 
534-1002 
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Valley Wheel Baseball 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the upcoming 2020 
season. The league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The league plays 15 reg- 
ular season games with games being held mostly on 
Sundays with a couple of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s Day Saturday game in 
early May. However, due to the current circumstances, 
the league schedule has been pushed back. The league 
still plans to play its season once bans on gatherings are 
lifted. The league is built on comradery, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. If interested in trying 
out, go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules of 
the league and new player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or 
call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be taking place 
in the early weeks of April, weather permitting, with a 
draft following the tryouts. 


Sign-ups ongoing 
for Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with open roster spots. Last 
year, the league voted to allow players age 28 and 29 to 
be able to join the league, though players under 30 are 
not eligible to pitch. The cost of the league this season 
is $192. For returning players, sign-ups are extended 
through May 1. New players can also sign up through 
this date with the draft currently set for May 2. The 
league hopes to begin play in early June. The season is 
15 regular season games plus at least one playoff game. A 
modified schedule is being worked on by league officials. 
Games are nine innings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood 
bats are allowed. Fields locations are throughout Western 
Mass. For more information on the league, or if you are 
interested in registering, go to https://www.quabbinval- 
leybaseball.org/. The league is also in Facebook. 
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the most current information on the virus, and to understand 
and implement the most current recommendations and di- 
rectives. 

As we assess this changing situation, foremost we rec- 
ognize that college athletes lost their spring season, and 
because of this, summer baseball is more important to our 
players and coaches than ever before. That’s why — even in 
the context of today - we will continue to plan for summer 
ball and make every extra effort to get our college players 
on the field. Our season may not look the same, but our role 
in player development has never been more important. And 
to our dedicated fans and sponsors, your support has never 
been more important. We appreciate your long and steadfast 
support and are hopeful to see you again this summer at the 
ballpark. 

As we make decisions about our summer season, we 
will keep you fully informed. 


SEASON from page 11 


the board voted on some simple items, stating that in a 
cost-saving measure, tournament semifinal games would 
be held at the site of the higher seed. Semifinals and finals 
are normally held on neutral turf. 

However, in the case of baseball and softball, UMa- 
ss and Western New England University have been that 
neutral turf. College campuses have remained closed, and 
it is very possible colleges may not want events at their 
fields. Some colleges have even talked about continuing 
distance learning until a vaccine is found for the corona- 
virus. 

While it was not a formal vote, the minutes of the 
meeting note that more than 20 states had officially called 
off spring sports, specifically. But the MIAA will follow 
the guidance and expectations made by Gov. Baker. 

The next meeting of the MIAA Board of Directors 
is set for May 5. However, a special meeting could be 
scheduled sooner if and when Baker makes a decision 
about the remainder of the school year. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be $245.00 
per cord with free delivery 
up to 10 miles. 

Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


WT MM MM 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Address: 
Town: 
Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #:__ 


Amount of charge: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





*ekKEKEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 


financing available. BBB approved. Tim 
413-563-2229 Lic #053483 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





State: Zip: __ 
_ X per week rate = $ _ 
UVISA  U Discover UV Cash L) Check# 
Exp.Date_ CO CVV 
Date: _ 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 





FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL aitics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 

GRANBY 4 
BRIMFIELD 

STURBRIDGE 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 










HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 








LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 










WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 





WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price ee 
Addasecond ZONE __*10.00_ iat 
Addathird ZONE $5.00 <> 
Subtotal = 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, 
& sod installation, trimming, prun- 
ing, planting, & mowing. Free Esti- 
mates. Contact us via cell or email at 
(413)250-7893  2oldguys2020@ 
gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. Call Nick for your 
free estimate 413-386-5014 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 
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PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auaiity 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


SSSSSSSSSS$SS$ 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


1978 CHEVY SS ELCAMINO 
12,500 original miles. Pro tour started. 
EZ resto to stock. 350 ci, 4-spd. 413- 


896-1585 after 120m $20,000 firm 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


PP-UbDIIc Nouce 


Town of Granby 
Massachusetts 
Conservation 
Commission 
The Granby Conser- 
vation Commission will 
hold Public Hearings 
pursuant to the Wetland 
Protection Act (MGL 
Chapter 131, Section 40) 
on Tuesday May 5, 2020 
at *] Library Lane-Old 
Carnegie Library-Top 


Floor to consider the fol- 
lowing: 

1. At 7:30 “RDA” filed 
by Kaylee Quenneville 
see whether area depicted 
on plan(s) and/or map(s) 
referenced are subject to 
the Wetlands Protection 
Act with regards to prop- 
erty located North of 193 
Amherst Street (lot 4) and 
known as Map 2-B-3 in 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


CLASSIFIED 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 





FRIDAY AT NOON 


PALMER: 3 ROOMS, siove & refrig- 
erator, Parking. No pets. 1st, last. 413- 
433-1856 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


DEADLINES 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 






FOR RENT FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 





TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


TAX. TINIE 


se, —— 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
ji Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 





CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An IRS 


4 | 3-96 7-8 Bit 4 Appointment | <z37> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 


FAIS FAIA TBA 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers $ 5 () OFF 7 


1622 North Main Street 
Reg. Prices 


Palmer, MA 01069 
To All New Clients ! 








<Ei> 
PROVIDER 


Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





the Town of Granby. 

*This meeting may 
have to be held in a 
remote session. Please go 
to https://www.granby-ma. 
gov/conservation-com- 
mission/agenda/conser- 
vation-commission-13 48 
hours before the meeting 
to check on the status of 
the meeting in case you 
need a phone # and pass- 
word to join this hearing/ 
meeting. 

Anyone interested, 
and wishing to be heard, 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. 
The complete materials 
(including text and maps) 
relative to this “NOI” are 
available for inspection 
during regular business 
hours at Granby Town 
Hall. 

Edward Chapdelaine 
Vice Chair 
Granby Conservation 
Commission 

4/24/2020 


aon 





EARTH DAY from page 7 


com/usfishandwildlifeservicenortheast/ 
stay-at-home-science-aded4dfbecta 

The site is produced by local writ- 
ers, for activities people can enjoy this 
Earth Day, ranging from identifying in- 
vader plants in yards to monitoring and 
welcoming travel-weary birds: 

Honing your observation skills, by 
Lauri Munroe-Hultman of Williamsburg 

Surveying for plants, by Lauri Mun- 
roe-Hultman of Williamsburg 


ale lM BOnRoG 





Digging into the science of soil, by 
Bridget Macdonald of Montague 

Becoming a citizen scientist, by Lauri 
Munroe-Hultman of Williamsburg 

Living vicariously through backyard 
birds, by Bridget Macdonald of Mon- 
tague 

Looking through the eyes of nature 
writers, by Bridget Macdonald of Mon- 
tague 

Identifying invasive plants, by Natalie 
Didomenico of Amherst 


Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


G) 


> 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Town 
Reminder 


April 24, 2020 






Solve the code to discover words related to poetry. 


Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


16 21 6 3 
Clue: Type of rhythmical writing 


19 6 8 10 6 
Clue: Writing with a metrical rhythm 


26 21 8 12 10 


Clue: Elements of speech 


8 7 14 3 6 


Clue: Correspondence of sounds 


r . 
FEN 


‘ 8 A oe, ' 
i 1 
( TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
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ORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to poetry. 


ETEMH 


JUL 
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Guess Whe? 


| am a professional wrestler and 
actor born in Massachusetts on 
April 23, 1977. | worked as a 
chauffeur while pursuing a career 
in bodybuilding. Although I’m not 


really a doctor, a previous 


nickname suggested | was. 





WORDS & VERSE WORD SEARCH 


R 
E 
V 
0 
F 
A 
S 
A 
I 
U 
D 
A 
p 
Q 
R 
D 
S 
J 
G 
I 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


ot ty fetay [zt 
| jit [s}opsf2t 


Z2roaonmr<~2oao2Zouwnwrnwoaa2Z2znve 
UErBumMHaHemo2zmenrc2atvur 
=uvrrImMvyvernotznorn~c<roxrtname 
Sec2zuvyuuUunrFwmaovcn~cxwAovVe sSs4»%rmMea 
==<_mMmovuout nr2andarzrnaywnnxeraam 
VPOQOZwHHAOFPUVUVOZAAOnASZx<xmMerwn 
UHZz~OuUuRAOASzaONO VTBATUVNOZZzZGT 
VUCHMerPraqawnNnfaAtaweweesrTtmtwrastoe 
2arouavooztznmumrorrr~<wnnHOown 
Soak He TMU TAOMmMemerowvsscn<ywn 
UEHADAOaAzAzAoOorazasartiWsrPuH <~WDATAHO 


ERR ERROR 
7] ] tie} fits} 
| jof2t7{ | fst 
| ist |4i5t7] | 2) ¢ 
sist ft | i7t tf 
tit fe} | | j4t7 






2) ey fo} ff sy 


ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 


TOS DTMMeHmMmMaHmMaHVveVvOZDMmMoN 4s 


=2=eaArPHaZ2nqwnWDOUa2rsatsaor~xmn 


Sa2azmuvuveOorxyHiwatrewntceHrecewtworwn 


QqQoriraevwvrtrmeeaAamwvreuwvenAanoztwvn 


=“OoOoO VORA SeoroartmnmMmasas mMmaow7ecer 


rmao rt uwuvrarerzaurFwnmaoaqoaouuwvwd za 


HHe<SrnmnrmnZzaownrwnscvcn=2 


HFHMNDOMAZPrPZOWNNSFPOAWAOADO =. 





puay uyor :Aamsuy 


WORDS 






ALLITERATION 


ALLUSION 
ANAPEST 
ANAPHORA 
ASSONANCE 
CAESURA 
COUPLET 
EMPHASIS 
END 
ENJAMBMENT 
EPIGRAPH 
FOOT 
ITAMB 
LINES 
METER 
METRICAL 
POETRY 
PUNCTUATION 
QUOTE 
REPEAT 
RHYME 
SYLLABLES 
VERSE 
WRITING 


answers for the week of 4/15 
6/3}9]2[8/715|4 [1 
4[517/3/9[1]8[6/2 
11} 2/8} 6/45] 9] 3]7. 
(2/816 4] 5|9 


9li{3{5{6l4{7]2/8| 
9|2/8{3{i [6] 
5{6]2}4{7[o]i]38l3 
8{7{4{i{36]2}o]5| 
slolifs]s5j2yej7}4 
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ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, reach out to someone who can help 
take some tasks off of your shoulders and 
help lighten your load. Realize you dont 
have to do everything yourself. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you might not be able to balance 
your budget this week, but you can still 
create a big picture analysis of where you 
want to be financially in the weeks ahead. 
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Your confidence and power of persuasion 
are elevated this week, Gemini. Any self- 
doubt will disappear so you can focus on 
things you want to accomplish. 
CANCER -— Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you are erecting a protective shell 
around yourself. There doesn't seem to be 
any conflict on the horizon, so let your 
guard down and let others in. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

You have a strong magnetic force about 
you this week, Leo. If you are looking 

for love and romance, now may be the 
time to attract someone new or reignite a 
preexisting spark. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, you may not have realized that you 
have been hibernating away, but it is time 
to greet the world again. Focus on invites 
to any and all social events. 

LIBRA —- Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, this is a good week to put into 
practice the “work smarter not harder” 
mantra. Figure out what needs to get 
done and then put the people best suited 
to the jobs on it. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

It has been some time since you've let 
your hair down and had a good time, 
Scorpio. Push responsibilities aside for 
the time being and throw caution to the 
wind with friends. 

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 

You may need to clear the air with some- 
one close to you, Sagittarius. Try to figure 
out a good time to have a heart-to-heart 
discussion in the next few days. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 

Focus on the people who lift your spirits, 
Capricorn. These people can help you get 
through tough times and reinspire the 
self-confidence that has made you such a 
success to date. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 

The spotlight is on your finances, Aquar- 
ius. Looks for ways to grow your savings 
so you can achieve some of your goals. 

It may take a few months to see real 
progress. 

PISCES —- Feb 19/Mar 20 

It is time to update your brand, Pisces. 
That means reinventing yourself. Refresh 
your résumé and revamp your wardrobe. 


BestLocalBank.com 


NORTHAMPTON 


ie Cooperative Ban 





A Division of Greenfield 
Cooperative Bank 


Proud to sponsor this activity page! 


487 Newton Street - SOUTH HADLEY 
413 341-6487 


MEMBER FDIC {=] 


MEMBER DIF [uber 





Gene Lambert, a regular attendee of the South 
Hadley Senior Center, picked up a meal for a 


friend in need on the morning of April 21. 


BROWN BAG from page 1 


one of the contributors on-hand 
to give out the bagged meals. 
Like Hennessey, Andras was ec- 
static to speak with the seniors in 
a rare face to face setting. 

“Tt’s really good to see them. 
It’s been a month since we’ve 
seen anyone. So far, the majority 
of the seniors in this program are 
doing good but they were very 
appreciative to get their bags,” 
said Andras. 

Harvey Lafleur, a 96-year-old 
World War II veteran, was all 
smiles as he collected a brown 
bag on April 21 for his 94-year- 
old wife. Lafleur is accustomed 
to volunteering with the meals 
program but was forced to as- 
sume the role of a recipient this 
week. 

Lafleur urges residents to 
be positive and adhere to health 
guidelines such as wearing a 
mask. He compared the nature of 
the COVID-19 outbreak to that 
of a military conflict. 

“This virus; it’s terrible. It’s 
the worst I’ve seen,” he said. “I 


$600 





think it’s worse than the war that 
I was in. It’s similar to a war be- 
cause you never know if you’re 
going to live or die.” 

Andras complimented Laf- 
leur for “always being an upbeat 
guy.” She expressed that many 
members of the senior popula- 
tion are fearless and refuse to be 
beaten down by the pandemic. 

“T think it’s because of their 
age and the fact that they’ve 
lived through so many things. To 
some of them, this is just a bump 
in the road. A lot of these people 
lived through the Depression; 
they know how to make things 
work. They’re pretty resilient,” 
said Andras. 

Not all of the meals’ recipi- 
ents traveled to the parking lot of 
St. Theresa’s Parish to collect a 
brown bag. Lt. Jay Houle from 
Fire Districts 1 and Chief Todd 
Calkins from Fire District 2 de- 
livered bags to seniors at several 
senior housing locations in town 
as did Hennessey. 

All of the surplus meals that 
were not claimed on April 21 
were donated to the Neighbors 
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Harvey Lafleur, 96, picks up a brown bag full of 
meals for his 94-year-old wife. 


Helping Neighbors Food Pantry 
on Carew Street led by Pantry 
Manager Mary Lou Guarnera, 
the operation continues to serve 
residents in need. 

Hennessey stressed that the 
COA is also still operational; 
senior center personnel are ac- 
cessible by phone each weekday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The plans to build the new 
senior center in close proximity 
to its former home on Dayton 
St. have not yet been delayed 
by the ongoing coronavirus cri- 
sis. Abatement of the old build- 
ing is ongoing, and Hennessey 
continues to partake in weekly 
pre-construction meetings; she 
can’t wait for the opening late 
next year. 

“It’s going to be a big party; a 
big celebration,” said Hennessey. 
“There’s a lot to be thankful for. 
We’re all going to come through 
this, and it will be an experience 
that we’ll remember and and 
talk about. We’ll talk about what 
we were able to do, how strong 
South Hadley was and how in- 
spiring our seniors are.” 


Kom el ULYar- le) 0) ge)!(-te 
alzyclidamlccee 


Get health-related items at no cost to you. 


e Antacids, aspirin, and over-the-counter (OTC) medicines. 


e Toothbrushes, toothpaste, denture cream and tablets. 


e Eye and ear care items. 


e Cleansing wipes, bandages and first-aid supplies. 


e Thermometers, blood pressure monitors and more. 





UPDATES from page 1 


care physician has not autho- 
rized a test for that individual in 
the same household.” 

These individuals will not 
be registered as confirmed cas- 
es until their test results come 
back. Even if their symptoms 
are seemingly obvious, ill res- 
idents who are cited as having 
been in contact cannot yet be 
considered confirmed. 

“You might have two parents 
that are suffering through con- 
firmed cases of COVID-19, and 
they might have three or four 
children that are showing symp- 
toms but have never been tested. 
They wouldn’t show up in that 
confirmed category; they would 
show up in the contact catego- 
ry,” said Sullivan. 

Soon after, the selectboard 
shifted focus to the Annual Town 
Meeting, which is typically held 
on the second Wednesday of 
May. Due to the pandemic, the 
meeting has been indefinitely 
postponed, and a committee of 
state legislators has assembled 
to discuss the possibility of vir- 
tual town meetings. 

“We’re watching that, but 
we're also planning to try and 
find a safe way to hold a meet- 
ing by June 17,” said Sullivan. 
“Obviously, we’d have to get 
the warrant out before that; I 
don’t think the warrant will be 
that extensive.” 

Town hall has fielded calls 
about a number of proposed 
warrants pertaining to the Annu- 
al Town Meeting, but Sullivan 
explained that only a limited 
number of items will be includ- 
ed among the warrant articles. 


April 24, 2020 


“T said to them, ‘At this 
point, we’re only having war- 
rant articles that are necessary 
to allow government to contin- 
ue.’ I asked the parties if they 
would understand that we hope 
to have a Special Town Meeting 
sometime in the fall to entertain 
those types of warrant articles,” 
said Sullivan. 

Jeff Cyr, Vice Chair of the 
Selectboard, concurred with 
Sullivan’s approach, seconding 
his opinion on Tuesday night. 

“Td agree with that, espe- 
cially if we’re going to limit tag 
sales and everything else that’s 
non-essential. I think it’s a good 
idea,” said Cyr. 

Selectboard member Sarah 
Etelman has been in communi- 
cation with Sen. Jo Comerford 
(D-Northampton) and_ several 
state representatives. She noted 
that South Hadley is one of the 
only towns in western Massa- 
chusetts that is entertaining the 
idea of a virtual meeting; she 
referring to a recent conference 
call with Comerford and com- 
pany. 

“One of the questions that 
came up was about how towns 
will address town meetings,” 
said Etelman. “Of the few towns 
that were on that call, we were 
the only ones who were really 
thinking about doing a virtual 
town meeting. The other towns 
were trying to figure out how or 
if they’re going to do an in-per- 
son meeting; they’re all in dif- 
ferent stages of figuring that 
out.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer and can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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